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president of the Council of People's Commissars reported that in 1935
there were over 1,300,000 students in higher educational and higher
technical institutes. In the last two years over two million students
were admitted, and 600,000 specialists have qualified. All the towns
now had seven-year schools, while in the villages the percentage
varied from 50 per cent to 90 per cent. They now had over 200,000
pupils in the ten-year schools. Literacy, which in 1931 was 65 per
cent, had now reached 92 per cent.
In the Tatarsk Autonomous Republic there were, in 1934, 3,454
primary and secondary schools, where 50 per cent of the teaching
was in the native language. There were 37 technicums, 11 rabfacs,
and 12 higher educational and technical institutes. By 1987 it was
hoped to have at least one ten-year school in every district, and to
abolish the two-shift system.
Chouvashia showed a great improvement over 1930. Whereas in
that year they had only achieved the four-year school for all children,
in 1934 the seven-year school had become general. It had 4 higher
education institutes, with over 2,500 students. Illiteracy is on the
way to being eliminated. In a country where before the Revolution
hardly anyone received any kind of education, at the present moment
one out of every three persons was learning.
Kalmykya had made great strides with eliminating illiteracy. In
1914 literacy was 2-3 per cent, and in 1934 it was 86 per cent, while
all its children between eight and twelve were at school.
Karelia, besides compulsory primary education, has 30 secondary
schools, 4 higher education institutes, and 10 scientific research
institutes. Here over one-fourth of the population is receiving educa-
tion. There is a national theatre and cinemas; tens of thousands of
newspapers and journals are circulated in the native language, while
the publishing house " Kiria " issues more literature in Finnish than
does Finland itself.
Kazakstan, which with the above territories makes the R.S.F.S.R.,
reported that it now had 12 higher education institutes and many
technicums. Primary education was now compulsory everywhere,
including the far-distant Kazak aduls. There was a rapid growth of
a native intelligentsia, particularly in technical qualifications. Since
1930 they had established two national theatres.
At the White Russian Congress of Soviets it was reported that
already in 1932 the seven-year school was general in the Republic.
The president produced figures which showed the great advance that
had been made in White Russia. In 1928 there were 5,529 schools,
with 483,000 pupils, and in 1934 there were 7,105 schools, with